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CRUSADE OF RICHARD LION-HEART

THE TREASON  OF  RAYMOND OF TRIPOLI

Betwixt Count Raymond/ false and fell,

And Saladin, of whom I tell,

There long had been alliance made

Of which in Syria much was said.                                            2,450

This Raymond craved the kingdom, which

He thought to have, for he was rich,

And he was count of Tripoli,

But he secured it not, thanks be

To God. When Guy was crowned king,

Chosen by God for honoring,

Unto his coronation

He called his barons, every one.

sion could be settled. It was agreed to leave the succession to the decision of the pope,
the emperor, and the kings of France and England, and to await their decision before
proceeding" with any coronation. When, however, Baldwin V died, Joscelyn de Cour-
tenav and the court party seized Jerusalem and other domain cities while Raymond was
away and carried through a coup d'etat whereby Sybelle was crowned and then con-
ferred the crown upon her husband. This stroke was the work of Joscelyn, Renaud de
Chatillon, the patriarch, and the Master of the Temple. Raymond summoned the barons
to meet with him at Naplouse, and they refused to accept the fait accompli, urging- the
claims of Isabelle and her husband, Humphrey. Humphrey, however, fled to Jerusalem,
where he took the oath to Guy and threw himself on Guy's mercy. The baronial oppo-
sition collapsed, and most of the barons made their peace with the new king and queen.
Raymond, however, sulked and refused to perform homage to Guy. Baldwin d'Ibelin
also refused to accept the new monarch, and after a perfunctory homage, which was
necessary to retain his fiefs, he turned his lands over to his son and went to Antioch. It
was through fear of an attack by Guy that Raymond drew closer to Saladin and
strengthened the treaty between them, an action which gave rise to the charge that he
had treasonably sold out Christianity to the Moslems. (Baldwin, Raymond HI, pp. 69-
825 LaMonte, Feudal Monarchy, pp. 33-375 Rohricht, Konigreichs, pp. 415-20$
Grousset, II, 759-76.)
& Raymond III, count of Tripoli and regent of Jerusalem during the reign of Bald-
win V, was a second cousin of Sybelle and Isabelle, being the son of Hodierne, the
younger sister of Melissende, the grandmother of the queens. He stood nearest the throne
in line of succession and would have inherited had Sybelle and Isabelle both died with-
out heirs. There is nothing to indicate that Raymond actually ever aspired to the
crown, however. He was lord of Tiberias and prince of Galilee through his wife,
Eschive of Tiberias, and as such was chief vassal of the king in the principality of
Jerusalem, We have already noted Ambroise's hostility to Raymond and the reasons for
his partisan denunciation of this able leader.